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DISTRICT OF MAaSACHUSETTS to wit : 

DiHrict CUrfi Offet. 
Be it remembered, thai on the ErsI daj of Febiusrv, A. D. I8S8, in 
tbe &hy aecoDd Year of Ibe Indepflndence of the United Slates of 
America, Thkophilus R. Habvin, of tbe aaJd Dinrici, haa deposited 
in ihii Office the Title of a Book, the Right whereof be dainiB ai 
PrcquieUw, in the Words folJawiug, io vjit : 
Letter from a Gentleman in Boston to a Unitarian Clerg^an of that city. 
In cootbrmily to the Act of the Congress of Ibe Untied Stalee, enti- 
tled " An Act for the eucouragemeal of learning, by sec 
of maps, charlff^and lxx>ka, to the authora and proprietcvv 
during the times therein mentioned :" and also to an Aei euiiueu - An 
Acl supplementary to an Act, entitled, An Act for the encouragement of 
learning, by securing Ibe copies of maps, chana and books to the autbon 
and proprietors of sucb copies during the timei Iberein mentioned ; and ex- 
lending the ijenefita thereof to tlw aria of designing, engraving and etching 
historiea] and other priata." 
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EXPLANATORY NOTICE. 

In ibe moDtb ofAuguii Ibm, in ibe course oTcoDvcnBtkia wilh kn eneeraed 
clergymaD oT (ba Uailaiisn denominalioD, I elated (be refiectioiu thai bad 
arisen in m; mind, as lo religiavs truth and practice, and the coiuh I vaa 
ponmng in re-eiamiuiiig the doctrines at Cbristisnily. In November, a 
leuer was received from him, inquiring the result of my invesligationi. Ta 
dii» letter tbe IbllowiDg reply was made. A copy having been preserted, 

who bad made inquiries bow far I had altered my religious views, end to 
some of opposite seuliaienlt. Hanoscripi copies were solicited nidi an im- 
ponttaily, which could not well ba resisted. The letter thus beconung 
liDowa to a considerable nnmber, Ibe writer was urged to comeot lo its 
publication. He wished simplj lo do what should appear to be his duty id 
Ibe mailer: and Iherelbre subinitled Ibe dedikn to Grieods, in wbo» 
judgment, and purity of inteBticm, be bad aright to repose entire confidence. 
Yielding to Ibeir advice he now permils the letter to be printed. 

Alihough tbe religious seotiDKnls of a private individual may not gene- 
rally be of sulficient impnrtauea to be laid befiire the public, there are two 
reasons, which have operated on the minds of (be writer's friends lo advise 
Ui the present publication. The first is, that Ibr several years past be has 
been, accordiuf to his means, an active member of the Unitariaa denomi- 
natioD : and it ii thought to be bis duty, as it is his pleasure, to endeavor lo 
{Hvmote an enlirel}! difiereut system. If his tes^mony, as to tbe efficacy of 
tbe two systems, can be or an; avail, he is willing lo give it. He indulges 
Ibe hope, 100, that dtoie with whom be has lormerty concurred, many of 
whom have acknowledged that a similar course of thought has passed 
ihroogb their minds, will be led to a review of their senliments. 

I'he aeomd reasan is, he learns that lua motives have been mivepre- 
senled ; and it is his wjsb to give a frank and fiiU eipositioa oftbem. 

A ftw verbal cotreclions have been made, and one ftct omitted. Tbe 
leiler is affedionalety commended to tbe consideration of candid inquirers 
afler truth, with Ihe wiiler's devout aspiration to Ibe Father of Lights, 
" If I em right, thy grace impart. 

Still in the right lo sUy ; , / . 

If I am wrong, O leach my heart 
To find that belt^ way." 
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LETTER. 



Boston, Nov. 92, 1837. 
My Dear Sir, 

I CHEERFULLY comply with your request in de- 
siring to know how far, and in what respecta, I hare 
departed from my past opinions on religious subjects. 
The gratification and improvement I have derived from 
our long acquaintance, and the kind manner in which 
you propose the inquiry, will induce me to give an unre- 
served statement of my reasons for reiinquiBhing opinions, 
which we once held in common, and an outline of my 
present views of religious truth, You shall have a tran- 
script of my mind and heart on these topics, and in the 
liree and full manner becoming onr past friendship, which 
God grant may long continue. I must use the personal 
pronoun much oftener than I could wish ; but this, you 
will perceive, is unavoidable. If any improper expres- 
sion should escape from me, I rely on your candor to 
excuse it, and you know that my avocations are so nu- 
merous that I cannot present the subject, if I had the 
ability, in the most systematic form. 

The change has not been suddenly made, as you inti- 
mate ; and you will not doubt that I have endeavored to 
view the subject in all its bearings, with deliberation, 
anxious inquiry, and prayer. The idea of severing my- 
1" 
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self from religious aBsociation with those, with whom I 
have so long been on terms of friendly intercourse, and 

in whose society man; of my h^ipieat hours have been 
passed, waa painfiil ; and the knowledge that, while ad- 
mission into the Unitarian party is hailed with acclama- 
tion, a departure from it occasions the imputation of 
sinister motives from many persons, would have induced 
me to shrink from any change, where high and con- 
scientious motives did not sway me. 

You will bear me witness, that it has ever been my 
endeavor to state my views on religious aubjects expli- 
citly, and we have, I may say, concurred in detesting a 
compromising and equivocal course of conduct in religion. 
We have oflen censured the deUnquencies of Unitarians, 
and borne testimony to what appeared commendable in 
the Orthodox denomination. An adherence to these 
principles, under circumstances where I have felt conv 
pelled to extend my inquiries to greater lengths than 
formerly, has brought my mind to the present result ; 
and I cannot doubt but if you had been placed in similar 
siluations, and had the subject presented to you as it has 
been to me, the conviction of your understanding, and 
the feelings of your heart, would have run parallel with 
mine. 

For many years I have seen, that the Unitarian de- 
nomin^ion did not give equal evidence with the Ortho- 
dox of their spiritilality and liberal giving. I have been 
persuaded, from my own observation, that they did not, 
in an equal degree, consider themselves as stewards, and 
their property as consecrated to the cause of Christianity ; 
and that they were greatly deficient in a devotional frame 
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of mind. Believing, however, that their opinions were 
true, I apologized for the seeming contrariety of their 
practice (ae I have always been forced to do,) by imagin- 
ing it resulted from an unknown principle of human 
action, which another age might devel&pe. I derived mj 
knowledge of the Orthodox opinions chiefly &om Unita- 
rian writings, the glaring defects in Orthodox Christians, 
and the extravagant language occasionally used by indi- 
viduals among them ; and did not converse with oppo- 
nents, so much for improvement, as for victory, or attend 
in a candid slate of mind, upon their preaching. Du^ 
ing the present year, I have seen and heard of so many 
instances of lax conduct in Unitarian professors of Chris- 
tianity, and witnessed so many misrepresentationB of the 
motives, actions, and opinions of the Orthodox, that I 
have ol^en paused, and made the mental inquiry. Is it 
possible that truth can produce so much erroneous prac- 
tice ? In examining myself, too, I have been conscious 
that my own religious afiections had been languid and 
feeble. At length the thought occurred to me. Is it not 
possible that the principles of Uoitarianism may be un- 
sound ? for our Saviour said, " By their fruits ye shall 
know them?" I resolved on reviewing controverted 
topics, reading the Scriptures more attentively, being 
more constant and interested in devotional exercises, at- 
tending upon Orthodox preaching occasionally, and 
observing the effects of both kinds of preaching and 
other means of religion upon the community. Thus I 
aimed to acquire such information as would enable me to 
answer, to my own satisfaction, the inquiry of Pilate, 
" What is truth t" 



i.=rtNGoogle 



The result ia, my nuod is convinced that the argu- 
ments Dsed in support of the Unitarian faith are leas aound 
than I had sf^rehended ; that the representations of the 
present preTBiliog Ortliodox preaching, opinions, and prac- 
ticeB,by their opponents, are mainl; incorrect; that the Or- 
thodox opinions and preaching produce more benevtdence 
of character, mildness of temper, inward piety, and devotion 
to the cause of Christiaiuty ; that they more accord with 
the Scriptures, with the wants of man aa a sinner, and as 
an accountable, immortal being; and that a sad prejudice 
exists in the minds of Unitarians, in regard to the mo- 
tives, (pinions, feelings, and effi)rts of the Orthodox. I 
iband, loo, that my own feelings became more engaged 
Ml the subject of religion ; that I had lost all bitterness 
in discussing religious matters ; that I read the Bible 
with increased delight; felt a much higher satisfaction 
in prayer, a tender and more anxious concern for the 
spiritual improvement of my &mily, my friends, and those 
around me ; that my religious foith had been more a 
speculation of the mind, than a subject dear to the heart ; 
and that there was a meaning in the words, " Believe in 
thy heart," to which I had been almost an utter stranger. 

I will notice several characteristics of a ChTiBtian, in 
which I think you will agree with me, that the Orthodox 
fiir exceed the Unitarians. 

1. Prayer. It is conceded by many Unitarians, that 
the other sect are rocve observant of prayer ; but they 
say, ' Our Saviour reproved the Pharisees for their long 
and ostentatious prayers, and Unitarians may, and prob- 
ably do, exceed the other denomination in less equivocal 
evidences of the religious character.' Still, does any 
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ChriBtian equal our Saviour in his derotjonal exercises T 
Can any man be a Christian, who does not pray, and 
take a delight in prayer ? I am credibly informed, tti&t 
there are whole societies of Unitarians, which do not con' 
tain a single family (the minister's excepted) where 
family prayers are observed ; and I have reason to be- 
lieve, that secret devotion is very far from being practised, 
regularly, and fervently, by the professors of religion in 
this denomination. The contrary is the case with the 
Orthodox. Now, although prayer alone, though ever so 
regular, does not afford evidence of Christian character, 
neither the example of our Saviour, his apostles, or the 
pious of any age, justify us in awarding it, to any, who 
neglect prayer, or perform it negligently. 

2. Obsereanee of the Sabbath. It will i]ot be denied, 
I presume, that the Orthodox are more scrupulous in 
keeping the Lord's day holy, than their opponents; that 
they reliise to travel on the Sabbath, or to frequent news- 
rooms ; and that they attend upon public worship more 
constantly. The principal men among professed Unita- 
rians, those who have studied divinity with reference to 
preaching, even ministers, and those who write for re- 
ligious periodicals, do travel on Sundays. Is it said, that 
in New England the Sabbath is observed with more strict- 
ness, than by the most religious people of Europe ; or that 
the Orthodox in this country, keep the day with puritanical 
austerity ? Neither you nor myself believe, that it is ob- 
served too holily, or too sacredly, by any sect of Christians, 
but that on a serious and devout observance of it depends 
chiefly the prevalence of vita] piety in our land. 

3. Use of Money. A great difierence exists between 
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the maJMity of the two dencmiinations on this subject. 
Oue giveB lugely, and the other stiotedly. Uoitariuis 
say, that the Orthodox giro ostentatiouBly, and lavish 
money on UtofMaa projects ; but that thty do not publish 
their benefactions, and may give as much as others, but pri- 
vately. Let ua try this apology by our experience, and by 
facts. Is it not charitable to suppose the Orthodox give 
as much privately, as the Uaitaiians do 1 Do the latter 
give to objects of acknowledged importance so freely and 
liberally (according to their means) aa the former T After 
all our exertions, we were able to obtain but a little mor« 
than three thousand dollars, annually, from the members 
of the American Unitarian Association, though it is a 
popular Society. It is notorious, that in giving to objects 
of general utihty, for the extension of religion, of particu- 
lar benevolence, and of private charity, the Orthodox are 
always quick and liberal, far surpassing Unitarians. As 
a denominatitm, they are leas rich, especially in Boston 
and the vicinity. Take, for example, the richest society 
in Boston, where Unitarian opinions have been pressed 
home upon the consciences of the people with as much 
power and eloquence, to say the least, as anywhere on 
earth. What is the result ? Do the professors of religion 
in that congregation give to benevolent and religious ob- 
jects of acknowledged merit, aa much, in proportion to 
their means, as an equal number of persons in the other 
denomination of equal means ? 

4. Religious Irtstmction. Which denomination, 
throughout the Union, is most thorough in visitiag and 
instructing the ignorant and poor ; in instructing their 
domestics and children ; in sabbath-school instruction ; 
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in inpartiBg the Bible and tracts to those who need diem ; 
in eudowiug theological seminarieB ; ia attempts to reclaim 
the intemperate, the crimind, tmd the vkious ? I do not 
overlook the generous zeal and charitable donationB of 
many devoted peraons among Unitariaue, in the preceding 
remaiks ; bnt I allude to the denominationt, m Mich, in 
all I Bay. It is worthy of notica, that the efiorts of such 
flxcdlent persona are piincipally in imitation of the exer- 
tJoDB of the Orthodox, 

6. Serionmess. In which denomination eie the stu- 
dents of divinity most serious, most regular in attending 
Qpoa the means of religion T In which are mtnialMB 
. noM devoted to the oauee, moM c<At«ited in their parish- 
es, and most disposed to make perecmid «acrificeB to preach 
the Gospel t Who are the people, that refrain from doubt- 
ful, or positively injurious amusements j who refuse to 
[Mtronise theatres ; who love social religions meetings ; 
who are in favtv of discreet church discipline ^ yrho stand 
Dp fill morality and piety in all pleoee, fearleerij. Bud at 
the risk of unpopularity t Must not a candid and im- 
partial observer, who extends his observation over the 
denominations, answer — the Orthodox ? 

6. Missions. Formerly it was said by Unitarians, that 
they did not contribute lo formgn missions, because the 
denomination was not strong enough to support a mission 
of tbeb own, and they could not ocmscientiously aid in 
disseminating false views of Christiutity. Did they, at 
this time, do aa much, according to their means, as the 
Orthodox, in supporting domestic missions according to 
their means 1 And when circumstances seemed to pre- 
sent a tem&rkable opening for the establishment of a Uni- 
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taiiaa mission in India, (an opening that would h&ve 
electrified the other denominatioa and called forth free 
and noble benefactions from them, had a similar event 
occurred in their ranks,) what was done t Afler long cor- 
respondencies, laborious exertions of Unitarian essayists 
and ministers, and efibrts long continued, the Unitarians 
of India, Great Britain, and the United States, have 
agreed to support one missionary in a foreign land I I 
might mention other characteristica, in which the Ortho- 
dox appear to understand and practise Christianity more 
thoroughly than the Unitarians. I might speak of their 
conversation with those anxiously inquiring what they 
shall do to inherit eternal life, with the sick, afflicted, and 
dying. I might notice the bond of union that subsists 
between church members ; the ease and propriety with 
which the Orthodox introduce and converse upon religious 
subjects ; the thorough knowledge they in general possess 
of the Scriptures, and of the religious operations in the 
world : — but I conclude this portion of my letter by stat- 
ing, that the facts and inferences above enumerated afibrd 
preBumptive evidence of the truth of Orthodox opinions ; 
as there can be no argument more satisfactory to the bulk 
of mankind, in regard to the truth or excellence of reli- 
giouB tenets, than their beneficial eflects. 

Now as to my belief in the doctrines yon have specifi- 
ed. — I came to their re-examination with a sincere desire 
to know the truth as it is revealed ; with feelings sadden- 
ed with the belief, that practical godliness did not dwell 
with the believers in the Unitarian faith to the extent it 
did in the opposite; with a determination to read the 
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great book of human nature, while I penued the woiki 
of eminent theological writers, and the Bible. I had not 
ptoceeded far before I found, that there were two waya of 
studying the Scriptures, and of receiring what they seem' - 
ed to teach ; — one speculative, and the other heaitfeh ; 
the former, resulting from pride of intellect, adhering (o 
theories, intent upon externals, somewhat negligent of 
internal and personal piety, with little feeling of the con- 
trition of the publican when he said, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner ;" and the latter, believing with the heart, 
surrendering the affections to Clirist, submitting the will 
and inclining the understanding to the influence of divine 
leaching, and placing the inquirer on a level with the 
meanest person in his reception of religious truth, and 
the necessity of repentance and contrition. I learned, 
that the religious community is divided into two classes, 
as to their reception of Christianity, though they are mixed 
with many denominations, and that they are kgpt asunder 
chiefly fay their feelings and opinions on one subject, viz, 
KEOENBKATioK : — one of these classes believing, that reli- 
gious principles and affections may be ingrafted upon the 
mind and heart, aa other valuable instruction is given, by 
example, precept, and a sense of utility ; and the other 
believing, that a radical change must take place m our 
natural inclinations, without which all these means and 
motives wUl be ineffectual. I am satisfied that the Ortho- 
dox opinions, on this point, are scriptural ; and no biMical 
criticism can triumph over a faith, that acquires its knowl- 
edge from the human heart, and finds the illustrations of 
Scripture in the history of man. Observation, living tes- 
timony, and histwy persuade me, that man, in his natural 
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state, IB alienated from God, averse to holiness, prone to 
wickedaess; and that cirilization, example, and instruc- ■ 
tion affect his outward conduct," but do not produce such 
' a change, as will make him, in solitude, and where he is 
Unknown, as well as in active life, and in the view of 
acquaintance, a religious man. This can be done only by 
A Special influence of the Holy Spirit, seconding his own 
sincere efforts. As St. Paul expresses'it, we must ivork 
out our J]Wn salvation, and it is Ood who worketb in iis, 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure. This is my 
answer to th6 inquiry, whether I receive the doctrine Of 
original sin. 

' As to the doctrine of election, I consider it, in some 
respects, a merely speculative subject. God proffers sal- 
vation to all raen, and it is their own fault if they fail of 
o'btaining it. As I have already said, I believe man to 
be a sinner, whose affections need to be changed ; that 
this chang* is to be expected Irom a careful attention to 
the meansof grace, and from the special influences of the 
Holy Spirit ; and I believe that G6d is always ready to 
grant this influence to all men, who sincerely and proper- 
ly seek it. Of course, it is the fiiult of every person, if 
his heart is not renewed. These are my views of the 
doctrine of election. 

' In answer to the question. Whether I receive the d6<i- 
trine of " the vicarious sacrifice of Christ," I reply : The 
Btud^ bf the Scriptures teafches me, that man's disobedi- 
ence so infringes 'upon God's law, that it appeared to him 
necessary that a solemn exhibition sbonld be made, in the 
view of all intdhgeht beings, from the beginnmg of time 
through eternity, of tUe divine displeasure gainst sin ; 
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that, cousiateotly with the code of laws originally estab- 
lished Ga the restraint and goveinment of his creatuieq, 
he t^uld Dot {^don guilty men without such a sacrifice, 
expiatioD, or suffering, as should answer the ends of pun- 
ishment, and preaetT^ the dignity and inviolability of t^a 
statutes ; and that Christ, by freely and gratuitously of- 
fering himself a yiptim, a ransom, or a sufferer, on man's 
behalf, satisfied divine justice, or, in other words, sustain- 
ed the inviolabiUty and dignity of God'a law, which, with 
his example and instructions, the promised rewards to the 
obedient, and threatcnings to the disobedient, render the 
bestowment of pardon consistent with God'a law in re- 
spect to all who are reconciled to God, and return to him, 
in the appointed way of repentance toward God, and faith 
in the Lord Jesns Christ. 

The doctrme of the Trinity once appeared to me con- 
tiary to, the language and spirit of th^ Bible. I find 
that the Orthodox, although they believe tl^at ^e doctrine 
is true, yet have various ways of explaining their appre- 
hensions of it, all of which, howcFer, include the doctrine. 
I re&ected that all Christians, who believe the other doc- 
trines mentioned in your note, also believe in this, and that 
it is part of a system peculiar to those, whose scriptural 
practices I am brought to approve. I began, therefore, tp 
consider it passible, that it might be true. In the next 
place, I searched to see whether the Humanitarian, or 
Arian system is more free from difficulty. The superi- 
ority, of our Saviour's- character to every thing human, iiiB 
sinless perfection of it, and the magnificent agpellalions 
given him in Scripture, satisfied me that his nature was 
of a higher order than man's. And when I considered. 
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thai the KUribntes of Jehovah are ascribed to him ; that 
be is omnipresent, omniscient, the Creator of all things, 
uid, at the same time, is spoken of as a man ; that he 
was bom and died : I considered, that two &cts are here 
revealed, — Jesus Christ is God, and he is man. How 
are thej to be reconciled ? By asserting that he was 
God, in some sense, and yet not truly God 1 that he was 
man, in some eense, and yet not truly a man ? This per- 
plexes the mind, is mystical, is unsatisfactory ; no body of 
ChriatiaoB have ever reduced it to a system. What next 1 
I will believe both facts ; — Jesus Christ is both God and 
man. " How can these things be t" said Nicodemiu, in 
another case. The way is not revealed, bat the fact is. 
I will cease, then, to be wise above what is written. If 
the attributes of God are communicated, thought I, the 
possessor must be Almighty. If the iiilness of the Su- 
preme Being is transferred, or imparted to another, ke 
must be independently supreme. Is it not, then, satis&c- 
tor7, I reasoned, to consider that the Godhead did reside 
in Jesus Christ, so that when he is called God, the lan- 
guage may have an obvious meaning ? and that the Holy 
Spirit is divine also 7 If we can admit the deity of Christ, 
and receive the fact of the divjua nature in two beings, 
we can in three. ' So we can in three hundred,' says 
the Brahmin- True — if it be so revealed in oar Scriptures ; 
as it is not. Thus, the Bible declares there are three, 
who are designated God, or three to whom the atuibutes 
of God are ascribed. It also avers, that there b but one 
God. The existence of these two facts is a mystery. 
The human mind cannot comprehend the nature of the 
onion, the why, and the wherefore ; as God has not ro- 
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realed U> us a knowledge of the divine essence. This 
Bfatem appeara more aatis&ctory to roy mind, than any 
other. It clears the language of Scripture from confusion 
and contradiction. 

You did not enumerate, with the other doctrines, that 
of the punishment of the wicked in the iiiture life. This 
is of -a vast deal more practical consequence, than the 
doctrineof the Trinity. The Unitarian body are divided 
in opinion on this subject. I have never known one of 
them, however, who professed positively to believe in the 
eternity of future puniahinent. - A few believe in annihi- 
lation, and the great majority in final restoration. I be- 
lieve in eternal punishment ; and it appears to me, that 
a contrary belief counteracts nearly all the good efiects of 
preaching, that is not built on this foundation. None, or 
a limited punishment, seems to encourage men in sin. 
Punishment hardena>the criminal, and a continuance of 
it apparently renders restoration more hopeless, in the eye 
of reason, than at the beginning. None believe that the 
fallen angels will be restored ; and why is it more unjust 
in Qod to punish the hlg&Sr order of intelligences eter- 
nally, than man 1 The Unitarians generally do not differ, 
as I can find, from a large class of Universalists who be- 
lieve in final restoration. Would not an union take place 
between these parties, if the Unitarians considered it a 
matter of policy so to do T Were this union to occur, do 
you think godliness would be promoted? Would not 
society wear a worse and more threatening a^>ect T 

When I considerthat Orthodox preaching produces such 
remarkable changes in private character as we often oN 
serve, and in communitiea ; that it touches a chord in ths 
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human brewt, that no other preaching does ; that it pro- 
duces a. life of self-deoid, prayer, sympathy, generous ex- 
ertion for others' salvation, and peace, joy, and triumph in 
death: and that Unitarian preaching usually effects no 
striking changes in the character of individuals, or socie- 
ties ; that it creates no bond of hearty union between its 
professor^ ; that it does not generally afford a ground of 
triumph in the prospect of death, but the contrary: — I 
am constrained to adopt those opinions, which, on a fair 
examination of the Bible, of individual character, and of 
society, produce the best fruits. 

In associating with the Orthodox, I have not found 
that there enist that bitterness, impeachment of motives, 
censures of opponents, furious zeal, and Pharisaical pri^e, 
of which I formerly heard so much while I was a member 
of the Unitarian body. See the account of the proceed- 
ings of the Board of Commission ers /or Foreign Missions 
m the Christian Register, and the violent denunciations 
in late Christian Examiners, whose motto is "speaking 
the tiuth in love ;" and compare these with the account 
given of the last anniversary of the American Unitarian 
Association^ published in the New York Observer ; and 
jou will see a sample of the spirit which prevails gene- 
rally iq the two denominations. Sa(J misrepresentations 
have been made of the Orthodox opinions and preaching. 
It is l^e for Unitarians at large to read, hear, see, and 
jud^, for themselves, instead of receiving the represen- 
tations of partizans. Let them associate with the Ortho- 
dox, read their writings, attend sometimes on their preach- 
ing, and be eye and ear witnesses of their doctrines and 
l»-actices. Let them cease to speak or write bitterly ; let 
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them examine themselves, and see if they are gi 
prayer, to reading the Scriptures daily and prayerfii 
a renunciation of sinful indulgences and bad prauwinrn. 
I acknowledge there are persons in the Orthodox de- 
nominatioD, whose blind zeal and intemperate language 
Bhould no more be imputed to the party, than the in- 
flammatory writings or speeches of some IThitarians 
should be considered as the sentiments of that class of 
Christians. The sincere, upright, and serious of all par- 
ties reprobate and abhor such violence. 

And now, my dear sir, let me, in concliision, on the 
score of our long friendship, and my personal regard, ask 
yon to place yourself in an impartial attitude, and Purvey 
with candor the opinions and lives of the great bodied of 
men, who are divided so greatly in their religious senti- 
ments. Look at the effects of preaching and of opinions. 
Who are attracted by one class, and who by the other t 
Does falsehood, or error produce, in the Orthodox de- 
nomination, the good fruits I have described ? If Utiita- 
rianism is a more perfect, scriptural system, why does it 
not produce more prayer, a better observance of the Sab- 
bath, a more liberal use of money for religious objects, 
more religious instruction, greater seriousness and exem- 
plarinesB, and excite to greater liberality and effort in 
evangelizing the world 1 God has bestowed upon you 
unusual qnaliiications for the Gospel ministry. You are 
deservedly held in high estimation by the Unitarian de- 
nomination, and you are placed, by Divine Providence, 
in a situation of great responsibility. You do not approve 
the principles or the conduct of loo many clergymen and 
laymen, who are called Unitarian, and you have borne 
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